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actions and is following a pattern consistent with the conception he has
accepted for himself."
Though some attention has already been given to the emotional factors,
in this section we shall examine certain additional aspects of the same with
particular reference to (i) feelings of insecurity and inferiority and forms
of compensation, (2) rebellious or revengeful and other aggressive reac-
tions, (3) the use of misconduct as an escape or avoidant response to some
obsessive or intolerable inner conflict, (4) the desire for intimate response,
and (5) the wish to be punished growing out of a morbid sense of shame
and guilt.
Insecurity, inferiority, and compensation. As we know, frustration or
deprivation leads to a sense of insecurity characterized in many instances
by feelings of inferiority or inadequacy. In turn these ideas of incompetence
may lead to some sort of overt compensation. The sense of inferiority may
arise from lowly family status, from emotional rejection by a parent, from
felt injustice in home or school, or, of course, from socially obvious physical
defects. The bully, the boy who wishes to be a "big shot," the swaggering
young tough, illustrate such compensations. It is in this connection that
the culture patterns laid before youngsters of successful desperadoes, gang-
sters, and the like suggest forms of conduct which will provide demonstra-
tion to oneself and to others that the individual is strong, not weak, is hard,
not soft, in his dealings with the world. The boastful young delinquent
depicted in the screen success Boys' Town was just this sort of lad. So,
. too, substitutive responses developed because of felt inadequacy due to
visible constitutional deficiencies may take the form of misconduct. (Sec
the case of Teddy R., Chapter XXVI, pages 694-695.)
Rebellion and aggressiveness. Delinquent conduct not infrequently
arises from strong resentment toward actual or fancied wrongs suffered
at the hands of older persons: parents, teachers, police officers, attendants
in correctional institutions, and others. In fact, the revenge motive is per-
haps more common than we imagine. It not only is especially evident in
cases which have suffered from certain mistreatment before coming into
the hands of the law, but is particularly common after incarceradon in some
correctional or penal institution. (See Chapter XXV.) The desire to get
even with others,, however, is not confined to delinquents and criminals. It
is corrimon in all circles; but in these cases the behavior takes a form
labeled immoral and illegal by the dominant elite in society. Sometimes
this rebellious activity takes a strong sadistic form leading to destruction
of property or even of life.
Rebellious behavior often but expresses the inner desire for status, for
overcoming some sense of inadequacy. It'represents a rather childish device
to gain attention, to express one's ego- satisfactions in unconventional ways.
In one person this resistance to authority and discipline may take a socially